Stonehouse Town Council – Annual Report 2010/11
Introduction
In the last Annual Report I spoke of the challenging times which were affecting your Town Council along with everyone else and this continued to be the case in 2010 /11 with increasing costs and depressed investment rates producing lower income to counterbalance them. As a direct result of the impact at County level it was necessary for the Town Council to consider likely funding support for those services badly affected by the County cuts, namely Youth and Library services. The concern for Youth provision in the Town was a constant topic at Meetings and is mentioned elsewhere. Even the future of the Police Station is in doubt.
During the course of the year the Council or its Committees met 46 times including 9 full Council meetings indicating the high level of commitment by Councillors to the Town. Meetings are mainly held on Mondays at 7pm in the Town Hall, they are open to the public and your attendance would be welcomed. 
I am pleased to report that the Annual Town Meeting was once again very well attended and recipients of the previous year’s grant awards made presentations stating how the money had been spent. It was very gratifying to learn how well the money had been spent and this added greatly to the spirit of the evening. At the same event the Civic Awards were presented to the successful candidates nominated to great acclaim.
It was disappointing that the railway modellers, who have so generously supported the Mayor’s Charity previously,  were not able to display this year but despite that a very creditable £361.52 was raised for Cotswold Care Hospice who do magnificent work. Not only are they the recipients of the Charity Fund for the year but also our grateful thanks and admiration.
Work continues apace on the regeneration of the Canal in the Town and the benefits are beginning to be realised as many more people take advantage of the improved footways. We all look forward to the completed project to Brimscombe and hopefully in the not too distant future connection to the main canal network.
In the following report you will read of the work carried out by your Town Council which I trust will meet with your approval. The next financial year will see the new look High Street and despite short term upheaval the hope is that the long term effects of the works will herald to the District that Stonehouse really is a place to visit and enjoy all we have to offer.

As this is my last year in Office I would like to thank all those that have supported me in the Town through trying and difficult but ultimately rewarding times. The welfare of the Town I love has always been my main concern and I wish all possible success to those who continue with the valuable work of the Town Council.
Councillor Mrs Mattie Ross
Chair, Stonehouse Town Council

Mayor of Stonehouse for the Civic Year 2010/11

Regeneration & Environment Committee

(Convenor – Councillor Mrs Sue Latchford)

One of the major functions of this Committee is the detailed scrutiny of planning applications for Stonehouse submitted to the District Planning Authority for whom the Town Council is a statutory consultee. With its detailed knowledge of the Town this Committee seeks to ensure that informed comment about the area is conveyed for inclusion in the decision process. The geography of the area lends itself to planning applications both for dwellings and commercial uses and local knowledge, we believe, is vital to the process.

During the course of 2010/11 the Committee considered 11 applications for new dwellings, 40 for conversion of existing homes, 3 new and 18 alterations of existing commercial premises and 6 applications connected with the regeneration of the canal network in Stonehouse. In addition to this initial discussions were held with parties wishing to consider submission of plans for developments in the Town. Such discussions are becoming more common as Government encourages more localised consultation prior to applications being submitted to the Planning Authority and it is hoped that this may lead to more appropriate developments within communities (providing those consulting are prepared to listen of course).

During the course of the year many discussions have centred around the prospect of change for the High Street in respect of the “shared space” vision. Over a period of 4 years a working group has been investigating the benefits of such a scheme and consulting with the general public since 2008. In these times of financial uncertainty the future of the scheme has been in doubt on occasions but following a joint agreement between the County Council and Town Council the scheme was finally agreed and will become a reality in 2010/11. The Town Council has pledged a sum up to £150,000 for the section between the Old Dairy and the High Street Car Park including the introduction of 10 semi mature trees and the County Council have decided to resurface the High Street and Bath Road whilst installing traffic calming measures and a 20mph speed limit.

During the year your Council campaigned vigorously to persuade the District Council to reconsider their plans to increase substantially the High Street car parking charges to no avail but doubtless this will continue to be pursued in the next Civic Year.

In its environmental role the committee continues to rate planning applications on their merits and continues to support the regeneration of the canal which will undoubtedly enhance the environment in the Town and District.

Amenities Recreation & Leisure

(Convenor Councillor John Aldis)

As this Committee is responsible for the day to day running and maintenance of the Town Council’s public spaces it is constantly in the public eye. The Town is fortunate to have green open areas in Oldend Lane, Meadow Road, Laburnum and Stagholt lane for the enjoyment of all and the upkeep of these creates substantial work for our Grounds Staff. Unfortunately there is an element of anti social behaviour in these and other areas including the problem of dog waste. Whilst the majority of dog owners in the Town are very responsible the minority cause unpleasant problems for those enjoying the facilities and children in particular. The Town Council is constantly looking for ways to improve this situation and appeals to the general public to assist in deterring such practices.
During the year the Town Council agreed to replace part of the hedging alongside the play areas in Oldend Lane Playing Field to increase security for those enjoying the facilities and enable people travelling along the road and pavement to view the splendid 20 acres of green and accompanying views.
Allotments

The Town currently has a capacity of 70 allotment plots which are all currently occupied and a waiting list is kept. With a generous allocation of steel “sheds” and good soil the site is the envy of many parishes less fortunate. The desire to establish a community composting facility continues to be pursued by the Town Council.
Sports Facilities

In addition to general play areas organised sport, including football and touch rugby, continues to be played at the Town Council’s facilities. Any enquiries for provision of other sports or pastimes should be directed to the Town Hall on 01453 822070 or townclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com   
Stonehouse In Bloom

Again this year the displays both in the Summer and Winter planting have proven to be popular with residents and visitors alike. More traders became involved and the Rotary Club of Stonehouse generously donated and planted 3,000 crocus bulbs on the Green in celebration of their fight against polio and these will continue to provide vibrant colours into the future.
Horticultural Show & Fair

Once again the Horticultural Show exceeded all expectations with record entries of very high standard. More trophies were offered and the event has quickly become established as a major event in the Town’s calendar. Combined with the Summer Fair the day attracted hundreds of visitors to the Laburnum Park and Community Centre (run by the Stonehouse Community Association).

Christmas Lights

As advised in the Annual Report for 2009/10 the Town Council embarked on a new way of lighting the Town for the Christmas period and as promised your Council enhanced the display in the year 2010/11. The strings of lights across the streets have been replaced by a further series of street light and wall mounted motifs together with an across the street motifs and lighting to 2 trees on the Green. It is hoped that further investment in festive lighting will be undertaken but this will, of course, be subject to budgetary availability.
Flood prevention works at Stagholt

During the course of the year the town Council commissioned the Internal Drainage Board to carry out works on the stream which borders the Stagholt and Oldends Playing Field to try and alleviate the risk of flooding in those areas.

Youth

As already mentioned in this Report great concerns have been voiced about the lack of provision for our young people and the Committee has been working hard to ensure that the future services are, at a minimum equal to, but hopefully more comprehensive than those previously enjoyed. Your Council has been encouraged by the desire of other agencies to achieve this in the short, medium and long term future and has been working with them to demonstrate to our young people how important their welfare and enjoyment is. To this end many meetings have taken place with all interested parties and great progress made.  
Finance & Strategy Committee
(Convenor Councillor Simon Lewis)

This Committee is at the heart of financial and regulatory control for the Town Council and monitors spending in terms of legality, amount and relevance to its principals.

Once again investment returns have been low this year but this and the other Standing Committees have maintained financial stability whilst continuing to provide public services as required.

Communication

An essential element of Local Government the Town Council through this Committee seeks to inform and consult. The most regular form of this is via the quarterly Newsletters hand delivered to all homes in the Town together with businesses. The Committee would like to believe that these publications will both inform and invite comments which are useful to guide further discussion at Council level.

Green Sacks

During the course of the year the Committee and subsequently Town Council discussed the issue of continuing to sell garden waste sacks which ultimately end up in normal landfill. Your Council felt after lengthy discussions that this was not in keeping with their principals and therefore discontinued this practice in November 2010. Council will continue to pursue vigorously the aspiration of finding a community composting site so that future collections of green waste can be handled more appropriately.

Land Purchase  
During the year the opportunity also arose for the possibility of purchasing the orchard garden between the High Street Medical Practice and Car Park which has lain dormant for many years. The Town Council felt that the purchase of this 1/5th acre for community use would be beneficial and the Committee attempted to procure this at public auction. Sadly the selling price was far too high and we now continue to await news of the future of this area in the heart of the Town.
Grants

Each year the Town Council allocates a sum towards grants to help organisations that support the Town and this year was no exception and the following payments were made:

· Itchy Feet Dance Club (show expenses)



£  750

· The Shrubberies School (Summer play scheme)


£1000

· Transition Stroud (bicycle training & participation in schools)
£  300
· Stonehouse Day Centre (outing support)



£  250

· Home Start (young family support)



£1077

· Sue Ryder Care (purchase of medical equipment)

£  249

· Royal British Legion Women’s Section (uniform)


£  250

· All Pulling Together (kitchen equipment purchase)

£  500
Town Councillors 2010/2011

North Ward
John Aldis


822325

Chris Brine


825917

Simon Lewis


825229

Ron Morgan


822662

Co-opted 22/09/10
Gary Powell


826527

Mrs Mattie Ross

826587

Central Ward

David Drew


825603

Vilma Kempt


791278

Mrs Pam Swain


822998

Theresa Watt


821428

South Ward

Roger Govier


826926

Mrs Sue Latchford

826412

Richard Pearse


827142

Resigned 7th June 2010
Mike Brackley


825962

Co-opted 23/08/11
HOW YOUR MONEY WAS SPENT

Using current table please move 2009/10 figures into the right hand previous year column
The figures for the left hand column are as follows:

Maintenance of Grounds……..
£  94244
Stonehouse In Bloom…………
£    2780
Transport/ bus shelter etc…….
£    5236
Festive Lighting, etc…………..
£  11758
Administration…………………
£  82954
Total Expenditure……………...
£196972
Income………………………….
£197149
Notes 1) and 2) to be as before
